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Old-Time
Entering

Located a scant six milu
the town of Fields

“In fact,” says Charles Pel
“only an acute Ilmning Ill
population down.

their daily bread bere. hnl
which statement, old-timer

always has been one.

Fields Landings got its start
back -in the 1870s, when Water-|
man Field purchased much of!
what is the present town area, and
erected a dock. The place became|
a loading pier for lumber, and
later it bore Field's name, Mean-
while, John Vance started his Eu-
reka and Eel River railroad,
whose terminus was at the now
growing Fields Landing. The rail-
road pushed through to Hydes-
ville, via Alton, at which latter
point the Pacific Lumber com-
pany’s railroad from Scotia joined.
|it. Then, with the big lumber

Ships from the seven seas load lumber from the Pacific Lumber
docks at Fields Landing.

Fields Landing hahlfwhm the main four mmufmvm intersect u:ehxghw-y,
uhmnmu.m.bhmﬂnmn:phu.
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The South Bay Lm-nbu company of Fields Landing doan't believe in ﬂu conven-
tional pond for their logs . . . they pile 'em to terrifying heights.

- | ber company’s seaport.

{ | its shops and headquarters to Eu-

hitting into
the docks at Fields Landing be-
came an active seaport, for all the
lumber from Secotia was hauled
there by rail, and transferred into
ships, And to this day, Fields
Landing remains the Pacific Lum-

PAYROLL GROWS

As the railroad grew and eon-
solidated itself with the years, its
headquarters and shops in Fields
Landing, together with the Paci

own most of its payroll. Conse-
| quently, it came as a sad blow
when, after the Eureka and Fel
River line had been absorbed by
the Northwestern Pacific and the
lines were building through from
San Francisco, the railroad moved

By CHET SCHWARZKOPF

its larger neighbor. But 3
some threé hundred, makes up lpmlwh:hlhdumnu

close to the truth, for Fields Landing i

C ffigures on his
Lumber company, gave the little |

Town With A Payrol

— S
Seaport

New Era

of Eureka on Highway 101,
d as a “suburb” of
el bl

, one of its prominent citizens,
in Fields Landing keeps its

Peterson undoubtedly hits|
a pay-roll town, mdl

imovie films. Thus, with its unique|
ndustry, Fields Landing has|
Found itself nationally famous , .,
la thing quite unusual for a place
its size, and a thing coveted by |
bmany bigger cities.

Oldest of Flelds Landing indus-
ries is its Pacific Lumber com-
bpany port facilities, Here is a
really fine layout, done in the
usual first-class manner this com- |
lpany is noted for in all its opera-
fons, Just now a pall of idleness
hangs the big. lumber docks, |
with their millions of feet of
Istacked material. For the maritime |
Istrike has tied up the ships that |
jcome to get cargoes from all over
the ‘world, Genial Cecil Nichols,
who manages the lumber com-
pany's port, feels frked at the
faviet that hangs over the once
busy scene. But, in common with
imany others, he feels that it

011 be in good cause if smoldering
maritime issues . can be settled
fonce and for all.

IMPRESSIVE PORT
Nichels furnishes us with some
campany’s docks
which, to say the least, are im-
pressive. To begin with, the port
is always available to other com-
fpanies, or individuals, who wish
to ship lumber by water. And the
docks ave the largest of their kind
between San Francisco and Port-
land, having 1620 feet water
frontage, which can work two|

reka, which remains its official
terminus today.

For many years, outside of the
Pacific Lumber company dacks
and a few small boat building
and repair enterprises, Fields
Landing remained static—a small
unincorporated area on the out-

skirts of Eureka.
THE CHANGE BEGINS

Then came World War II, and
the subsequent Great Boom that
is now sweeping the west. Where-
upon Fields Landing began to ex-
pand—only to get caught in the
housing shortage to such an ex-
tent that a high percentage of its
working population have to live

elsewhere. But if there wasn't
room enough for all the town's
new population, there was for its
new industries, At final last, much
of the excellent waterfront loca-
tions that had awaited develop-
ment for so long, were occupied
by lumber mills, fishing docks,
and boat builders. Fields Landing
was on its way.

The town's most spectacular
and famed industry is its whaling
station—the only one of its kind
in United States’ waters. Owned
and operated by Maritime Indus-
tries, Inc, whose prind al stock-
holders are G. A. Hunter,
and Herman Foland, lhe Fields
Landing station handled 65 whales
in the season that ended October
31, to set a new record for itself.
While the whaling station’s prin-
cipal products are oil for scap and
fine lubrication, and a residue of
| bone and fertilizer, the spectacu-
|lar nature of its obtaining these
products in the “raw” has caused
it to be photographed and written
up for national magazines, as well
as its being the motif of several

Airplane view of Fields Landing gives you an idea of the scopa of the town's busy and vari-industrial waterfront,

|am shlps at the same time. Dur-
ing years, a_total of 55
sh!ps lauded 121,782,275 board |
feet of lumber from Fields Land-
Ing. In the three years between
1937 and 1839, a total of 184 ves-
8618 100K 58,539,502 bourd feet of
lumber from the port. The Pa-
titie Lumber company has made
it a policy always to use the most| .
modern machinery at their port,

At present the port
is using Willamette carriers and a| -
Hyster lift truck. A crew of eight| =
men is employed there constantly, |
and some 4,000,000 board feet of

lunch room capable of holding 80
men, complete with ofl heat, nir |
conditioner, and benches and |
tables, is available to longshore- |
men during their rest periods, |

A little farther along the water- |
front, and you come to the South |
Bay Marine Ways Company. This |
is a complete drydock and rnpmrs‘
outfit for fishing boats, and Is run
by three partners—Jack Glenn,

L. C. Johnson, and Leo Kline.

The boys have a modern shop | [
equipped for all types of work.|
and are obviously doing all right
since their start, last May.

Upstairs, in the Marine Ways|
Co. loft, which is the former Eu
teka Shipbuilding Co. building
you'll find a fishermen’s net shop |
which is owned and operated b;

C. A Eastland. Here are mad
nets for any and all types of deep
sea fishing needs, and Mr, East
man, who i= an old-time crafts
man at the net business, cbviously |
is proud of his fine shap.

Then there’s the big Paladini
fishing plant, managed by Charlie
Timmons of baseball fame, which
turns out hundreds of tons of
fileted fish annually.
see a busy headquarters for fish:
ing vessels that come and go by
the dozen, while the plant itself
will employ s many as 50 people i
on a peak day,

Nearby is the Norcal plant,
which operates on a seasonal basis
In both fish and erabs, and which
is shut down temporarily.

And across a boat basin is the
Al La Rocea property, where a

Waterfront view oE Pllad.lnl
ding when fishing vessels are in port.

Looking toward the Norcal fish processing plant from the Paladini docks, at Fields
Landing—where deep-sea vessels discharge their valuable cargoes.

The drydock at tize Fields Landing Marine Ways, where most of the Humboldt
fishing fleet put in for maintenance work.

and Norcal docks showing activity at Fields

A typnal I-'uld- landmg ]:mne, mmpiete wnh a bacl:gmumi uE sea and
hills earth can equal.

that few places on

modern crab canning plant s
planned for the coming year.
MANY LUMBER MILLS

Turning to the lumber mill

gme, you will see that Fields

ding is busier than ever be-

ts history. Largest estab-

clean-cut appearing mill turns out
an average of thirty “squares” of
redwood shingles daily—or 120|
bundles. Four men are employed, |
and the company enjoys a steady |
and remunerative business, l
lishment is the South Bay Lum-| Now Fields Landing has a
ber company, owned by Arthur|world-famous industry as well as
o Fifty men are em- /3 great lumber dock — which
ployed steadily in the mill, which | aught to be enough for any place.
is “all redwood” and produces an|But jt has a third industry which
Vi Infalso deserves special mention,
And that is the Bay View Manu-
facturing company, owned by|

company  emplo;

thirty men in the woods, and has
been operating since August, 1945. | Frank Alfonso and William and.
Then there’s the Humboldt|Chris Pozun, and which: employs
Shingle company’s mill, owned |upwards of eleven men, This com-
and operated by A. R. Bradley, R.|pany's forte is the sahaging of
B. Lougheed, and 0. O. Stanton. otherwise useless wood. They get
Started in September, 1947, thellogs from all the operators—logs

that have been cast aside for one|market the world over for reds|
defect or another, And they pro-|Wood ties, due fo their unusual
ceed fo convert them into wate it qualities, and the Oder
cooling tower strippings, cross-|COTPANY IS growing fast.

arms for grape vineyards, ‘car| , n¢ Crawford Lumber companyl
strips for loading, und many an-|@C,oPeTates in Fields Landing,
other miscelaneous. flem thai 1L I shut down for overhaulin
their ingenious minds may devise y expect to start up soon with|
& masket for, “It \as hard going |, (15, of 18 men. and will cut

PR and redwood up Lo 3

ND SCHOOL
But enough for the industries

... by now you have seen that
bstantial output]

sl e

| dustrial map to sta
clds Landing }
residences,

onsidered a ‘nut-
iying off. And a

saved and put to good use.
‘here's the Don Oder tie mill, |
ing in - redwood ties,| " g
which employs ten men, and adds fine
a good steady chunk fo Fields|
Landing’s fine payroll. There's a See FlELDSLANDlNG P.27,CL 3

a number ol
ces, _particularly an)




